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Bridging the Gap in Early Childhood Health FIRST THINGS FIRST

Where Are
We Now?

www.azftf.gov

What Do We
Want for
Children and
Their Families?



A Closer Look at Early Childhood Health  rirst s eirst

The right system for bright futures




Early Childhood System

Early care and education

opportunities in nurturing
environments where children
can learn what they need to

succeed in school and life.

Early Learning

Health, Mental
Health, and

Nutrition /
~

Early identification,
assessment and appropriate

Family Support

Economic and family supports to

Special Needs/ Early : "
ensure children have nurturing

Intervention

services for children with and stable relationships with
special health care needs, caring adults.
disabilities, or developmental
delays
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Early Childhood System

Health, Mental
Health, and
Nutrition

www.azftf.gov



Early Childhood System

Every Child Deserves:

Early identification,
assessment and appropriate
services for children with
special health care needs,
disabilities, or developmental
delays

Special Needs/ Early
Intervention

www.azftf.gov



Pathway for Early Childhood Health  rstrmes st



Pathway for Early Childhood Health  rstmnesarst




Components of Early Childhood Health

Maternal and Newborn

Care

 Newborn screening and
follow-up

Well Child and Dental

Care

e Begin at birth

e Regular visits

e Standardized screening tool
at 9, 18, 24 (or 30) months

» Referral if appropriate

Developmental and
Medical Interventions

e Early intervention programs
e Specialty care providers

* Therapy services

Comprehensive
Health Services
with
Identification of
Special Needs/
Early
Intervention

www.azftf.gov

Access to Health Care

e Health insurance (families)

e Medical and Dental Home

e Qualified health care
provider

Parenting Information

and Awareness

e Accessible information and
resources

e Partnership between family
and health provider

Coordination of Programs

and Services

 Eligibility requirements

e Application process

e Referrals to specialty
programs and programs

e Coordination of care



What is Already Adequately Addressed?

Maternal and Newborn Access to Health Care

Care

Parenting Information

Well Child and Dental
Care Comprehensive and Awareness

Health Services
with
Identification of
Special Needs/

Early Coordination of Programs
Intervention and Services

Developmental and
Medical Interventions
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Where are the Inadequacies? s



Where are the Inadequacies? s



Next Steps in February 2009 FIRST THINGS FIRST

* Prioritize health policy strategies

e Vet through Health Advisory Group

e Determine timeline and costs for implementation

 |dentify recommended infrastructure strategies for
State Grant funding

* Prepare recommendations for presentation and
discussion at Board Meeting

www.azftf.gov 13
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